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August 29, 1920 - August 2L,
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ufWon frp rr,[Cr!.[r"h"*
ln"Loving rtemory of

Dr. Thelma C. Davidson Adair

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2024 @ I:OOPM

UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

3O41 Broadway (between W.120th & 121't Streets)
NewYork, NewYork1OO2T

Leader: As we gather to celebrate the liFe and ministry oF Dr. Thelma C.

Davidson AdaiC let us liFt our hearts in gratitude For her service and impact.

All: We rejoice in the liFe she shared with us and the grace that
Accompanied her Presence.

New Testament - 1 Peter:3 Dr. Charles Davidson

HYMN OF PRAISE s. Christine Clemmons McCune

Silent Reading of Obituary

ExpREsstoNs oF coNDoLENCES / nerqeMeRANcEs...- (Please limit to two minutes)

CLOSING HYMN -..-.....Ms. Christine Clemmons McCune

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Old Testament - Psalm 27:1-4.......-. -..........---...Hon. Milton Adair Tingling
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7@t uzfullJ 1920-2024
Christian, Leadec Activist, Educator, and Matriarch

Born on August 29th,1920, in lron Station, North Carolina, the second oF six children to Robert J. Sylvester
Davidson and Frances V. Wilson Davidson, Thelma Cornelia Davidson developed a love and commitment to
education, community, and the church that would endure throughout her long liFe and career.

ln '1934, Thelma graduated From Lincoln Academy and attended Barber-Scotia Junior College
(1934-1936), Followed by Bennett College (1936-1938). Shortly aFter; Thelma met and married Rev.

Dr. Arthur Eugene Adair in 194O. ln 1942, the couple moved to New York City, and a year lateq they
established Mount Morris Presbyterian Church. During this timg Thelma also contributed to the World
War ll eFFort, which Fueled her passion For community outreach and education. These experiences
led her to establish the Arthur Eugene and Thelma Adair CommuniEy LiFe Center Head Start in 1944,
serving more than 25O children throughout Harlem each year. Thelma would also continue her career
in education, obtaining her Master's and Doctorate in Education From Columbia's Teacher College
(M.A.1945; Ed.D.1959).As an expert in early childhood education, Dr.Adair shared her knowledge throughout
New York City as a proFessor at Queen's College For over 31 years, organizing and directing numerous
daycare and Head Start centers.

ln addition to her academic endeavors, Dr. Adair was also a strong activist and leader in the Presbyterian
church, both nationally and internationally. Throughout the 1960s, she served as a leader in Crossroads
AFrica, the precursor to the Peace Corps. LateC in 1976, she was the First Black woman to be elected
moderaLor oF the 188th General Assembly oF Ehe United Presbyterian Church in the United States oF

America. Several years laten in 198O (through 1984), Dr. Adair became the President oF Church Wornen's
United.

ln her later years, Dr. Adai[ aFFectionately known as the mother of Harlem, continued to serve her church,
community, and Family. Her commitment to others never wavered, as she remained a liFelong advocate For

education, Christianity, and equality. On any given day, she could be Found enjoying the news, playing Unq
or singing a song. On August 21st,2O24,just shy oF her 104th birthday, Dr. Adair passed away peaceFully.

Thelma was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Arthur Eugene Adair; daughtec Dr. Jeanne Davidson
Adair; son, Rev. Richard Bomar Adair; older sisteq Gwendolyn Davidson Cunningham; and younger brothers
Charles Davidson, Arthur Davidson, Walter Davidson, and James Davidson.

Thelma's legacy remains and is continued through her son, Dr. Robert Aton Adain and his wiFe, Alicine
Ross-Adair; Grandchildren: Kai Adair DuBose (Scorey DuBose Sr) Robert Aton Adair Jr., Clarence Eugene
Mevs (Darley Mevs), Jean-Louis Osei Mevs (Courtney Mevs), Liani Adair (Alikah Adair), Barbara Jean Adair
Omire-Mayor (Dr. Daniel Omire-Mayor), Dr. Alexandra Elizabeth Victoria Adair (Randye Rand, ll), and Ross

Davidson Adair. Great-grandchildren: Sasha Jeanette DuBose, Kennedy Naomi DuBosq Scorey DuBose
Jr., Kobe DuBosg Maximilian Mevs, Kelsey Mevt Sophia Adair Mevs, Johnathan Owen Mevs, Harper Jean
Alero Omire-Mayor. Delico Hawks-Adair. Great-great-grandchild: l'Maan Airanah Jackson Hawks-Adair.
Nephews: Arthur Davidson, Charles Davidson, Russell Davidson, Maurice Adair; Milton Tingling, Steven
Tingling. Nieces: Katherine Davidson, Montez Davidson (Ronald Davidson), Patricia Davidson Welsh,
Margaret Davidson Hayes, Wanda Davidson, Michelle Tingling-Clemmons, Daisy Adair. And a host oF great-
nephews and nieces, great cousins, extended Family, and dear Friends too numerous to mention.

D n gd"lrr* C. D * t^6 o*A[r*
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The FanT ily *f ilr. Thelma C" Davidson Adair would [ike to exLend their

heartFelt Ihr*nks and appnee iation For all ac[s of kindness and support shown
ts thern during their iirne oF bereavern*nt.

ffepass
I"rgfrf refresftrne*fs wf{f be sertred immediate{y Fo}fowiog the service.

{-
',r.' ..,. Fr*fsssienalServices Provided by

LEVY & DELATIY FUI\IERAL HOME
J*cely* Lnllrlti*9, Funeral Siree terlfiwner

Gary T" Cavi*gton" Funeral Director
1879 Ars'lslerdarn Avenue, NY, NY 10fi31

Telephone; {212} 283-1195
Email: levydelanyFh@gmail"rom

t$ebsi Ee: levydel anyth.com

Frogram Design & Prinling En[rusLed Ta:
MLD COMMUNICATIOhIS

"The Very Sest ln Oesktop Publi:hing For Over ?5 Years"
Reverend J-Anthony & f4adelin Darqan
62 Maple Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07042
Phone:973-783-6198
Emai l; mldcomrn@aol.com
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